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Molecular Imaging of Interstitial Lung Disease with Maraciclatide:  
PREDICT-ILD Data Presented at ERS 

 
London, UK, 29 September, Serac Healthcare Limited (“Serac Healthcare” or “the Company”), a 
clinical radiopharmaceutical company developing innovative molecular imaging technologies, and the 
University of Exeter, today announce the first findings from a study evaluating a novel molecular 
imaging agent, 99mTc-maraciclatide, as an imaging marker for interstitial lung disease evaluation. The 
data will be presented at the European Respiratory Society conference taking place from 27 
September to 1 October in Amsterdam. 
 
The initial findings demonstrate the feasibility of using 99mTc-maraciclatide to evaluate disease activity. 
They form part of a sub-study of the ‘PRospective Evaluation of Interstitial Lung Disease progression 
with quantitative CT (PREDICT-ILD)’ Phase II clinical trial which is being led by a team from the 
University of Exeter, a world-leading research centre for lung disease. 
 
The poster will be presented from 8-9.30am on Monday 29th September by Dr Giles Dixon, one of the 
co-chief investigators and Senior Clinical Research Fellow from the University of Exeter, in a poster 
session (243) on “Technology and imaging in interstitial lung disease/Clinical aspects in interstitial lung 
disease”. Dr Dixon’s research has been recognised by an Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis conference 
award to present at this congress. 
 
The poster, which presents initial findings on the 10 patients and 5 healthy controls imaged for this 
sub-study, concludes that: 

• SPECT-CT imaging of the αvβ3 integrin with 99mTc-maraciclatide reveals increased activity in 
patients with interstitial lung disease (ILD) compared to healthy controls. (αvβ3 integrins are 
transmembrane cell adhesion molecules upregulated in vascular endothelial cells during 
angiogenesis) 

• Visualisation of inflammation in people with fibrotic-ILD is feasible 
• Whole lung uptake of the imaging marker was greatest in those with fibrotic hypersensitivity 

pneumonitis suggesting a role for αvβ3 integrin activation in the pathogenesis of the disease 
 

David Hail, Chief Executive of Serac Healthcare commented:  
 
“These initial findings demonstrate great promise for maraciclatide in this new patient population. 
The ability to image angiogenesis, which is a key feature of inflammation,  could help physicians to 
distinguish between early-stage inflammation and the ensuing fibrosis in order to determine the most 
appropriate treatment for each individual. We are working with the University of Exeter to fully 
understand maraciclatide’s potential both for the delivery of precision medicine and the development 
of new therapies.” 
 
Professor Michael Gibbons,  Senior Investigator Fellow,  NIHR Exeter Biomedical Research 
Centre, Consultant Respiratory Physician,  Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Trust, and 
Clinical Lead on the study, said:  
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“Determining the most suitable treatment for ILD patients is extremely challenging due to the current 
limitations in diagnosis. Prescribing the wrong treatment can make the condition worse. Being able to 
non-invasively identify lung inflammation which can be associated with ILD, definitively, and at an 
earlier stage, could have a major impact on patient outcomes. It also has potential to contribute 
significantly to the research and development of new treatments through a greater understanding of 
the mechanisms that drive the progression of this incurable condition.” 
 
Recruitment into the sub-study is complete with final follow up and results due early next year. 

-ENDS- 

99mTc-maraciclatide is for investigational use only and is not approved by the FDA or UK and 
European regulatory authorities.  
 
Images from the study are available on request and the poster is available here. 
 
For more information, please contact:      
 
David Hail, Chief Executive Officer   +44 (0)208 948 0000 

info@seraclifesciences.com 
www.serachealthcare.com 

 
Francetta Carr, Communications +44 (0)7711 010 820  

francettacarr@seraclifesciences.com 

 
University of Exeter Press Office      +44 (0)1392 722405 or 722062    
       pressoffice@exeter.ac.uk  

Notes to Editors 

About Serac Healthcare Ltd 
Serac Healthcare is a clinical radiopharmaceutical company with deep expertise in discovering, 
developing, and commercialising innovative molecular imaging technologies to accelerate diagnosis, 
improve monitoring and enable earlier and more effective treatment decisions. Serac Healthcare is 
using these targeted technologies to underpin personalised medicine in two primary indications: 
endometriosis and inflammatory arthritis; a pilot study is also underway in interstitial lung disease.  
Serac Healthcare is a wholly owned subsidiary of Serac Life Sciences Limited. 
 
About 99mTc-maraciclatide  
99mTc-maraciclatide is a radio-labelled tracer which binds with high affinity to αvβ3 integrin, a cell-
adhesion molecule which is up-regulated on activated vascular endothelial cells, activated 
macrophages and osteoclasts. In a Phase II trial (DETECT), maraciclatide has demonstrated a high 
correlation between locations of uptake identified on SPECT-CT and laparoscopy across all types of 
endometriotic lesions, including superficial peritoneal endometriosis, which is not well visualised with 
existing non-invasive imaging techniques. And in a Phase II study (INIRA), maraciclatide uptake in the 
inflamed synovium of hand and wrist joints of 50 patients was highly correlated with power Doppler 
ultrasound images (PDUS). 
 
Details on the PREDICT-ILD study can be found at www.clinicaltrials.gov: NCT05609201 

https://www.serachealthcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/ERS-Maraciclatide-Poster-V4.01.pdf
mailto:info@seraclifesciences.com
http://www.serachealthcare.com/
mailto:francettacarr@seraclifesciences.com
mailto:pressoffice@exeter.ac.uk
http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/
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The sub-study is being facilitated by the Nuclear Medicine Department at the RUH, Bath and is 
supported by specialist radiologists Dr David Little and Dr Jonathan Rodrigues and specialist ILD 
physicians Dr Shaney Barratt and Professor Michael Gibbons. The study is also supported by the 
University of Exeter’s EPSRC Hub for Quantitative Modelling in Healthcare under the guidance of 
Professor Krasimira Tsaneva-Atanasova, and the University of Exeter’s Department of Clinical and 
Biomedical Sciences under the guidance of co-chief investigator, Professor Chris Scotton. 

PREDICT-ILD is majority funded by the Wellcome Trust GW4-CAT HP PhD Programme for Health 
Professionals. 
 
About Interstitial Lung Disease (ILD) 
Interstitial lung diseases are a heterogenous group of over 200 irreversible conditions with varying 
degrees of inflammation that, without treatment, lead to scarring (fibrosis) of the lining of the lungs. 

It affects more than 150,000 people in the UK, with an incidence of 2,000-4,000 and causes significant 

morbidity and mortality. It is estimated that lung scarring results in 1% of deaths in the UK. ILD 
progression is unpredictable, making prognostication challenging and creating barriers to effective 
drug development. Therapies are available that can slow disease progression in some patients, 
however current limitations in diagnosis mean that determining the most suitable treatment is 
challenging, and prescribing the wrong treatment can make the condition worse. For example, certain 
medications are known to be effective at treating inflammation (which can be a feature of this disease) 
but can be detrimental in patients with fibrotic disease. Understanding the mechanisms that drive the 
progression of ILD is an urgent research priority.  
 
About the University of Exeter 
The University of Exeter is a Russell Group university that combines world-class research with high 
levels of student satisfaction. Exeter has over 30,000 students and sits within the Top 15 universities 
in The Complete University Guide 2025, and tenth in the world in the Times Higher Education (THE) 
Impact Rankings. In the 2021 Research Excellence Framework (REF), more than 99% of our research 
were rated as being of international quality, and our world-leading research impact has grown by 72% 
since 2014, more than any other Russell Group university.   
www.exeter.ac.uk  
  
About Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis (APF) 
Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis (APF) is a UK charity dedicated to supporting everyone affected by 
pulmonary fibrosis-a complex, progressive lung disease that can dramatically shorten life expectancy. 
APF provides expert information and resources, funds and promotes vital research, and campaigns for 
better access to diagnosis, treatment, and care. Working closely with healthcare professionals, 
policymakers, and individuals living with pulmonary fibrosis, APF aims to reduce the time to diagnosis, 
remove barriers to lifesaving treatments, and ensure that all patients receive the comprehensive 
support they need. 
England & Wales Charity Registration Number: 1152399 
Scotland Charity Registration Number: SC050992 
 
About the ERS Congress: www.ersnet.org/congress-and-events/congress/  
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